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IMPARTIAL  VIEW 


O  P 

The  Conduct  of  the  M - RY,  &c» 

|HO#09C*(  N  the  Courfe  of  an  Enquiry  into 
w  I  ^  the  Conduit  of  the  M — y,  it  will 
kJJOJCji?  he  necelTary  to  examine  particular¬ 
ly  two  Points ; — The  Firft  is,  whether  or 
no  they  have  ailed  upon  Principles  of 
true  Patriotifm  and  found  Policy,  and  in 
cafe  any  Mifcarriages  may  have  happen’d, 
whether  they  are  not  to  be  attributed 
more  to  Chance,  and  the  Want  of  that 
unattainable  Fore-knowledge,  not  in  the 
Power  of  Man  to  acquire,  than  any  De- 

feit  in  the  M - rs  Capacities  ?  Or, 

whether  feditious  Spirits,  who  may  have 
propagated  infamous  Reports  to  the 
M—  — r.s  Prejudice,  are  to  be  credited  up¬ 
on  their  limple  Evidence,  in  Oppolition  to 

A  2  Fails, 
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Has,  Reafon  and  iheir  concomitant  Ar- 

gaments. 

To  anfwer  any  particular  anti-minifteri- 

,  Snarlers»  JS  not  ™y  Intent  here,  for  as 
all  their  Arguments  feem  to  be  built  at  pre- 

Tcnt  upon  the  fame  Balls,  by  faping  that,  the 

faluic  of  their  Calumnies  muft  fall. 

W  hi,:!  they  attack  the  Meafures  of  the 

M - ry,  after  the  Conclufion  of  the 

iieaty  oi  At x-la-Ckapelle,  in  nominating 
Commi/Taries  to  fettle  the  Limits  of  our 
PofTefTions,  and  thole  of  France ,  in  Ame- 
ri^a,  and,  as  they  pretend,  by  that  means 
giving  an  Opportunity  to  the  French ,  un¬ 
der  the  Mafic  of  Negotiation,  to  feize  up¬ 
on  our  Poffellions  on  the  Ohio }  they 
fhould  confider,  by  the  Nature  of  a  general- 
Peace,  as  that  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where¬ 
in  the  Interefts  of  fo  many  Princes  were 
concerned,  it  would  have  been  morally 
impoffible  to  have  therein  ever  difcuffed 
the  Subject  of  the  Conferrences  of  the 
Commillaries  at  Pans ;  belides,  in  cafe 
lucn  a  Negotiation,  had  been  commenced, 
if  we  may  (and  furely  we  may)  judge  by 

the 
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the  Length  of  Time  which  the  Commif- 
faries  were  at  Paris ,  and  where  they  hill 
left  the  Limits  undecided,  that  the  Con- 
ferrences  at  Aix-la-Chapelle ,  mu  ft  have 
lafted  till  the  Middle  of  the  Year  1755. 
which  (not  to  mention  the  Expence  that 
would-  have  attended  the  Neceffity  of 
keeping  an  equal  Number  of  Troops  in 
Pay,  and  as  formidable  a  Liavy  as  during 
the  lad  War,  fince  it  would  not  yet  have 
been  terminated)  would  certainly  have  in¬ 
duced  the  diffeient  Powers  of  Far  ope  to 
accede  to  the  Treaty  of  Aix,  without 
waiting  for  the  Difcuffion  of  our  Limits  in 
the  new  World  ;  and  the  Treaty  or  Trea¬ 
ties  they  could  conjointly  or  feparately 
have  concluded  with  France,  not  having 
Weight  in  the  Ballance,  muff  inevitably 
have  proved  much  more  to  our  Difad- 
vantage,  than  even  the  Negotiations  we 
continued  at  Paris  till  the  Year  1755. 

How  then  could  we  have  avoided  any 
of  the  Confequences  which  have  refulted 
from  the  Treaty  of  Aix  f  for  although  we 
were  not  unacquainted  with  the  Chicane¬ 
ry  of  French  Miniders  in  Negotiations,  we 

could 
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could  not  imagine  that  in  a  time  of  pro¬ 
found  Peace,  they  would,  for  their  own 
Honour,  dare  attack  what  they  allowed 
by  the  Negotiation,  neither  had  yet  a  de¬ 
termined  Right  to  $  but  as  foon  as  we  per¬ 
ceived  they  cared  not  for  Appearances, 
but  under  the  Veil  of  a  Conference,  ufed 
open  Force  to  gain  what  their  Minifters 
were  negotiating  about,  we  did  not  hefi- 
tate  what  Courfe  we  had  to  fleer,  we  re- 
pulfed  Force  by  Force  ;  and  tho’  nothing 
memorable  has  been  mentioned  in  the 
public  Papers  concerning  the  Oppolition 
we  made  to  the  French  Encroachments, 
before  the  Adtion  of  Major  Washington 
in  1754,  we  well  know  that  feveraj 
Skirmilbes  happened  before  that  time,  ai 
well  upon  the  Ohio  as  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Our  Conduit  in  America  fince  that 
Epocha,  has  been  far  from  blameable. 
Upon  Advice  being  received,  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Year  1755,  that  the  French 
were  preparing  a  Fleet  to  be  fent  to  North 
America ,  with  Troops  on  board,  under 
the  Command  of  Mr.  Dubois  de  la  Mothe, 
Mr.  Bofcowcn  was  lent  with  a  numerous 

Fleet 
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Fleet  in  queft  of  the  French ,  and  to  at¬ 
tack  them,  in  cafe  they  endeavour’d  land¬ 
ing  their  Forces  in  America.  Here  the 
unthinking,  uninform’d  Cenfurer  *,  takes 
Occafion  to  let  us  know,  that  the  French 
Fleet  was  fuperior  to  the  Englijh  that  fail¬ 
ed  from  here,  and  that  if  Mr.  Macnamara’s 
Return  to  Breft ,  had  not  diminifhed  it, 
we  fhould  certainly  have  been  vanquished 
before  Mr.  Holbourne' s  Arrival  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Seas  to  reinforce  the  Squadron  under 
Admiral  Bofcawen ;  and  this  Step  he  at¬ 
tributes  to  the  Ignorance  of  the  M - r. 

But  this  he  would  not  have  aflerted,  could 
he  but  have  refle&ed,  that  a  more  certain 
Intelligence  than  ever  he  could  have  come 
at,  might  very  well  have  informed  the 

M - r,  “  That  though  the  French 

*'  Squadron  was  fuperior  to  the  Englijh , 
“  having  no  Orders  to  attack  Mr.  Bof¬ 
cawen  s  Fleet,  and  Mr,  Macnamara’ s 
"  Divifion  of  it  being  deftin’d  to  fail  only 
to  a  certain  Latitude,  and  then  return 
*-  t0  Bref>  a  fuperior  Englijh  Fleet 


*  See  the  firft  and  fourth  Letters  to  the 
People  of  England. 

■j"  The  Fleet  which  was  fent  under  the 

Com- 
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“  would  be  unneceflary  in  the  European 
“  Seas ;  and  as  this  Fleet,  when  arrived 
“  at  America ,  would  be  reinforced  by 
“  feveral  Ships  there  already  Rationed,  it 
“  would  be  next  to  impofllble  for  the 
<c  Englijh  Fleet  to  mifs  intercepting  the 
“  French  in  their  Paflage  to  St.  Lawrence’s 
cc  River.”  So  that  if  any  Comment  can  be 

made  upon  the  Conduct  of  the  M - — r, 

or  Super-intendant  of  public  Affairs,  in 
this  Refpedf,  it  muff  be  to  applaud  the 
Parfimony  with  which  they  applied  the 
public  Money,  where  the  unneceflary  Ex¬ 
pence  of  equipping  a  larger  Fleet  at  firft 
with  fuch  great  Diligence,  could  not  have 
been  attended  with  more  Succefs  than  the 

taking 

Command  of  Admirals  Bofcawen  and  MoJlyn> 
was  compofed  of  no  Ids  than  Twelve  Men  of  ' 
War  of  the  Line,  befides  Frigates :  And  that 
truly  experienced  Sailor,  who  fo  worthily  pre- 
fides  at  the  Head  of  our  Naval  Affairs,  being 
apprehenfive  that  Accident  of  fome  fort  or 
other  might  reduce  the  Force  of  this  formida¬ 
ble  Fleet  before  it  arrived  in  the  American 
Seas,  judicioufly  caufed  a  fecond  Fleet  to  be 
equipped  with  furprifing  Diligence,  and  which 
failed  under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Hol- 
bourne .  This  fecond  Fleet  confifted  of  Six 
Men  of  War  of  the  Line,  befides  Frigates. 
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taking  the  Algide  and  Lys,  two  fine  French 
Ships,  now  riding  in  our  Harbours. 

The  Reafon  why. we  did  not  attack 
the  French  Fleet  coming  out  of  Brefl ,  or 
in  Europe ,  is  evident :  The  jufteft  of  Kings, 
who  only  intended  ftriking  Blow  for 
Blow,  and  to  prevent  his  own  Prcpertv 
from  being  invaded,  was  too  fenfible  of 
the  Ufe  the  French  might  have  made  of 
fuch  an  Attack  in  the  European  Seas, 
which  might  perhaps  have  induced  the 
European  Powers  to  have  decided  the 
Juftice  of  the  Caufe  againft  us.  Befides 
•  at  that  time,  although  we  contended  about 
the  Limits  of  our  American  Poffeffions 
neither  our  Minifier  at  Paris ,  nor  the 
French  Ambafiador  here,  was  yet  recalled ; 
fo  that  many  fanguine  Hopes  were  flili 
entertained,  that  the  Differences  might 
be  amicably  adjufted.  The  Misfortune, 
which  attended  General  Braddock' s  Rafh- 
nefs,  cannot  in  any  Shape  be  attributed 

to  the  M - ry  ;  for  if  they  judged,  as 

they  did,  by  his  Behaviour  in  the  la  ft 
Wai  in  Europe ,  no  other  Opinion  could 
be  formed  of  him,  than  that  of  a  valiant, 
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experienced  Officer.  But  the  Misfortune 
was,  thofe  Talents,  which  would  have 
fignalized  him  in  Europe ,  were  his  De- 

ftru&ion  in  America.  The  M - - - y 

could  not  forefee,  that  out  of  a  falfe  No¬ 
tion  of  Honour,  he  would  not  ufe  the 
Indian  manner  of  Fighting.  However, 
to  prevent  any  fuch  fecond  Caufe  of  ill 
Succefs,  they  nominated  Mr.  Shirley ,  who 
had  been  Governor  of  MaJ/acbufet’s-Bay  for 
feveral  Years ;  and  who,  confequently, 
was  not  only  acquainted  with  the  Manner, 
but  alfo  with  the  Advantages  of  the  Indian 
way  of  Fighting  in  that  Country,  as  well 
as  many  other  Requifites,  that  a  Stranger 
could  not  be  informed  of:  Yet  the  Anti- 
minifterial  Libellers  take  Occafion  to  blame 
this  fecond  Nomination,  “  becaufe  Mr. 
“  Shirley  was  bred  a  Lawyer,  and  was 
“  one  of  the  Commiffaries  at  Paris  for 
“  fettling  the  Limits  of  America.”  What 
abfurd  Caufe  of  Complaint !  lince  thefe 
very  Circumftances  in  Mr.  Shirley  s  Cha¬ 
racter,  if  they  could  be  fuppofed  of  any 
Weight,  mutt  rather  have  qualified  than 
difqualified  him  for  a  Commander  in 
Chief  5  for  a  good  Lawyer  is  not  incom- 
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patible  with  a  good  Soldier,  but  on  the 
contrary,  as  Martial-Law  is  in  many  Cafes 
connedted  with  Civil  Law,  it  may  be  re- 
quilite  for  fuch  a  Commander  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  both  :  And  his  Acquaintance 
with  the  Chicanery  of  the  French  Court, 
by  means  of  his  affifting  at  fettling  the 
Limits,  muft  not  only  have  pointed  out 
to  him  the  Schemes  of  the  French  upon 
America ,  but  alfo  the  moft  probable  Means 
of  circumventing  them. 

But  if  we  lament  Brad  Jock’s  Defeat, 
let  us  rejoice  at  Johnforis  Vidtory  at  Lake 
George,  where  he  routed  Two  Thoufand 
Tht  ~ee  Hundred  French,  and  took  their 
Commander  in  Chief,  Baron  Diefkau, 
Prifoner,  after  having  (lew  a  Thoufand 
French  and  more.  Though  many  alfert 
that  this  Adtion  was  not  equal  to  the  Lofs 
of  Braddock ;  I  am  fure,  if  we  add  to  it 
the  taking  of  the  Forts  Beau-fejour  and 
Bay-Vi erte  (thefirft  of  which  had  Twenty- 
fix  Pieces  of  Cannon)  where  an  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Regulars,  and  Three  Hundred 
Inhabitants  were  taken  Prifoners,  betides 
the  Killed  and  Wounded,  no  unprejudiced 

B  2  Perfon 


Perfon  will  pretend  to  difpute  that  we 
gained  what  Advantage  was  gained  upon 
the  Continent  of  America  laft  Year. — As 
to  the  Naval  Operations  there,  every  one 
knows  that  the  French  made  no  Reprifals 
for  their  Two  Men  of  War  we  took. 

The  many  ufeful  Difpolitions  plan’d 
by  Mr.  Shirley  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Frontier  Settlements.,  are  fufficient  to  con¬ 
fute  any  Attacks  upon  his  ConduCt.  ■  He 
put  OJwego  in  a  State  of  Defence,  and 
caufed  four  large  Veffels  to  be  conftrudted 
and  equipped  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Engli/h  Navigation  upon  Lake  Ontario  and 
occafionally  annoy  the  French  j  and  I 
doubt  not  but  we  fhall  foon  hear  of  fome 
important  Blow  in  that  Quarter,  he  having 
alfo  plan’d  the  taking  Fort  Frontenac  by 
means  of  thefe  armed  VelTels,  which 
would  in  a  great  meafure  cut  off  the 
Communication  of  the  French  from  Quebec 
acrofs  the  Lakes  to  the  MiJJifipi ,  that  being 
the  only  Fort  the  French  have  on  that  Side 
Lake  Ontario. 
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I  have  gone  through  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  Operations  of  laft  Year’s  Campa'sjn 
in  America ,  and  cannot  find  in  one  fingle 
Inftance  any  reafonable  Charge  againft  the 

M - -ry.  The  Conferences,  which  were 

held  the  Beginning  of  this  Year,  have  pro¬ 
duced  feveral  Treaties  made  by  Gen.  'John- 
fon  (that  great  Warrior  and  truly  eftimable 
Patriot)  with  the  Moha,wks,Sejieca,s,Oneidasi 
Onandagos ,  and  other  Indian  Nations,  and 
in  the  Country  of  the  laft  of  thefe  Na¬ 
tions  the  General  has  promifed  to  build 
a  Fort  for  the  Security  of  their  Caftle, 
Wives  and  Children,  while  they  are  at 
War.  Thefe  Treaties,  made  with  no  lefs 
than  Fourteen  of  the  Indian  Nations,  may 
be  looked  upon  as  a  great  Acquifition  to 
the  Englijh  Intereft  in  North  America , 
which  together  with  the  Pacification  of 
the  Delawar  Indians  (whofe  Barbarities 
and  Infults,  during  the  laft  Winter,  upon 
Frontiers  of  Penjihania  and  Virginia , 
loudly  called  for  Redrefs)  by  the  Inter- 
pofition  of  the  Authority  of  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions,  is  to  be  attributed  only  to  the  great 

Know- 
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Knowledge  General  Jornfon  has  of  Indian 
Affairs,  and  that  vaft  Love  all  thofe  Na¬ 
tions  bear  him,  the  Mohawk  Indians  hav¬ 
ing  adopted  him  one  of  their  Nation,  and 
call  him  for  Diftindtion  Brother  War- 
raghiyage.  ' 

There  has  been  a  great  Strefs  laid  upon 
the  fojourning  of  Lord  London  here,  after 
he  was  named  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Troops  in  America ,  as  if  there  were 
an  abfolute  Neceffity  for  our  lofing  this 
Campaign  by  his  Abfence  from  America  j 
but  when  we  confider,  that  while  he 
waited  here  he  was  advancing  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  his  Power  the  American  Service, 
by  being  a  Spedlator  of  the  Embarkation 
of  the  Stores  and  Ammunition  neceffary 
not  only  for  this  Campaign,  but  for  the 
Service  of  the  Troops  during  the  Winter, 
as  well  as  next  Spring  (and  perhaps  longer) 
and  that  as  foon  as  ever  he  had  fettled 
every  Thing  which  a  General  fhould,  who 
goes  to  gather  Laurels  in  fo  diftant  a 
Country,  he  did  not  a  Moment  delay 
his  Departure,  and  that,  in  the  In¬ 
terim,  there  was  nothing  left  unattended 
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to  in  America , — In  a  Word  (according  to 
the  lateft  Accounts  which  may  be  relied 
upon)  General  Johnfon  was  at  the  Head  of 
Nine  T houjand  brave  Troops  in  his  Way 
to  Crown  Point ;  what  Reafon  can  there 
be  for  murmuring,  and  faying,  our  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonies  have  been  left  deftitute  ? 

H  o w  far  the  M - ry  have  been  cul¬ 

pable  in  concluding  the  Ruffian,  Heffian 
and  P ruffian  Treaties,  deferves  our  par¬ 
ticular  Attention,  as  the  Railers  at  public 
Meafures  have  made  that  a  Pretext  for 
condemning  our  Condudt  in  Europe. 

Doubtless  the  Caufe  of  the  prefent 
War  between  England  and  France  was  oc- 
calioned  by  the  oppofite  Claims  of  both. 
Parties  in  America ,  and  as  England  and 
prance  only  could  be  interefted  therein,  it 
mud;  be  allowed  by  every  one,  who  is  not 
fo  troubled  with  a  Political- Antimini  fieri al- 
Phrenzy,  as  to  be  blinded  to  the  mod:  felf- 
evident  Fadts,  that  the  Part  the  King  of 

G - B - took  in  the  Quarrel,  ihould 

not,  injuftice,  aifedl  his  German  PoUeflions 

in  Quality  of  El - r  of  U - r  ;  and 

yet 


(  i6  ) 

yet  as  France  would  doubtlefs  annoy  us 
either  direCtly  or  indirectly,  wherever  Oc- 
cafion  would  offer,  it  was  neceffary,  before 
we  refen  ted  in  Europe  the  French  American 
Encroachments,  to  fecure  the  Electorate 
of  II-  r ,  and  its  Appendages,  from  any 

Attack  of  the  French  j  and  as  the  War 
which  was  expected  to  enfue,  being  oc- 
cafioned,  as  I  faid  before,  by  our  different 
Claims  in  America,  we  could  not  reafon- 
ably  expeCt  that  RuJJia ,  HeJfe-CajJ'el,  or  any 
other  Power  upon  the  Continent,  who 

could  be  of  real  Afliftance  to  H - r, 

would  engage  in  the  Quarrel,  or  even 
keep  difengaged  from  the  French,  if  fhe 
had  no  other  Intereft  than  merely  prevent¬ 
ing  France  from  acquiring  too  great  Do¬ 
minion.  Befides  this,  it  was  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  that  France  would  every  way  mo- 
left  us,  and  as  a  Diverfion  upon  this  Ifland 
is  that  which  muft  ever  the  mofl  wound  it 
it  was  prudent  to  fecure  Great-Britain  by 
Auxiliaries,  as  we  had  not  a  Militia  on 
Foot  to  oppofe  their  Defigns,  and  as  a 
full  Southerly  Wind,  and  a  dark  Night, 
might  fo  favour  an  Expedition  of  that  Sort, 
that  all  the  Ships  upon  our  Coafts  and  in 

our 
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Bur  Harbours  could  not  prevent  a  De¬ 
scent. — In  thefe  Cii  cumftances  what  could 
argue  more  found  Policy  than  the  Con- 
cluiion  of  the  P ruffian  and  Hejffan  Treaties  j 
the  firft  of  thefe  f  reaties  ftipula'ting  (Ar¬ 
ticle  2.)  u  With  this  View  her  Imperial 
“  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias  has  not  only 
“  caufed  to  march  towards  the  Frontiers 
“  of  Livonia  adjoining  to  Lithuania ,  but 
cc  engages  to  hold  there,  as  long  as  the 
<c  Convention  fhall  fubfift,  as  near  to  thofe 
tc  Frontiers  as  the  (Quarters  will  permit, 
“  a  Body  of  her  Troops,  amounting  to 
tc  55’°°°  Men  ;  that  is  to  fay,  40,000 
“  Infantry  of  the  Regular  Troops,  fur- 
<c  nifhed  with  the  necelfary  Artillery,  and 
“  15,000  Cavalry,  compofed  of  three 
cc  Regiments  of  Cuiraffiers,  of  twenty 
tc  Companies  of  Horfe  Grenadiers,  of  two 
“  Regiments  of  Huflars,  and  the  Remain- 
“  der  of  Light  Troops,  to  wit,  of  Coffach 
,c  and  Calmucks ,  each  with  two  Horfes, 
C£  as  many  as  fhall  be  wanting  to  com- 
“  pleat  the  15,000  Cavalry;  fo  that  the 
“  whole  Infantry  and  Cavalry  fhall  form 
“  a  compleat  Body  of  55,000  Men.” 
And  (Article  3.)  her  Imperial  Majefty 

C  engages 


•* 
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engages  to  hold  in  readinefs  on  the  Coaft 
of  the  abovementioned  Province  forty  or 
fifty  Gallies,  with  the  neceffary  Crews,  in 
Condition  to  adt  on  the  firft  Order. 
(Article  4.)  “  The  Body  of  Troops  and 
“  the  Gallies,  mentioned  in  the  two  pre- 
“  ceding  Articles,  fhall  not  be  put  in 
“  Activity  but  in  cafe  his  Britannic  Ma- 
“  jefty,  or  any  of  his  Allies  fhould  be  at- 

“  tacked,  and  in  that  Cafe . — fhall 

“  make  as  foon  as  poflible  a  Diverfion 
“  with  a  Body  of  30,000  Infantry,  pro- 
“  vided  with  the  neceffary  Artillery,  and 
“  with  all  the  15,000  Cavalry  above- 
“  mentioned,  and  fli.aH  embark  at  the 
“  fame  time  the  other  10,000  Infantry  on 
“  board  the  forty  or  fifty  Gallies,  in  order 
"  to  make  a  Defcent,  according  to  the 

Exigence  of  the  Cafe,  and  the  Utility  of 
“  the  Service and  for  thefe  Services  the 
Emprefs  is  to  receive  a  Subfidy  of  500,000/. 
■per  Annum  while  thefe  Troops  are  in 
adtual  Service,  and  100,000/.  only  while 
they  are  on  the  Frontiers  of  Livonia. 

B  y  the  Treaty  with  the  Eledtor  of 
Hr j]'e -Caffe !}  that  Prince  engages  to  hold 

in 
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in  readinefs  during  the  Space  of  four 
Years,  a  Body  of  8000  Men,  compofed 
of  eight  Batallions  of  Infantry  of  800  Men, 
including  the  Officers,  and  three  Regi¬ 
ments  of  Dragoons,  or  Cavalry,  making 
in  all  14,00  Horfe,  who  are  to  be  ready 
to  march  two  Months,  at  fartheft,  after  the 
Requifition  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
this  is  performed  for  the  Subfidy  of 
300,000  Crowns  banco  while  the  Troops 
are  in  March  or  actual  Service,  and  during 
the  Time  the  faid  Troops  are  not  thus  in 
Motion,  though  in  the  Pay  of  his  Britan- 
nic  Majefty,  he  is  to  pay  1 50,000  Crowns 

banco  annually,  befides  99,000  Crowns 
levy  Money. 

Thus  the  M - -ry,  by  thefe  faga- 

cious  Meafures,  had  fecured  both  Great- 
Britain  and  Hanover  by  engaging  in  her 
Service  63,000  Auxiliaries  at  the  moderate 
annual  Expence  of  154,140/.- A  Sum 
that  would  not  have  paid  hardly  3000 
ntijh  Soldiers,  as  is  obvious  by  the  Grant 
or  the  Houfe  of  Commons  laft  Year  of 

93°»6o3/.  6s.  9  d.  for  defraying  the  Charge 

of  34.263  effective  Men,  including  3759 

^  2  Invalids 


Invalids  employed  in  Great-Britain  in  the 
Year  1756  ;  fo  that  if  we  had  raifed  the 
63,000  more  (engaged  by  this  Treaty)  in 
England ,  the  Expence  would  have  amount¬ 
ed  to  almoft  Three  Millions,  inftead  of 
1084,743/.  of  which  only  154,150/.  are 
paid  for  the  Sixty-three  Thoufand  Auxi¬ 
liaries  ;  the  other  Nine  Hundred ,  Sixty 
Thoujand,  Six  Hundred  and  ’Three  Pounds , 
being  paid  lor  the  Support  of  34>2^3 
Englifh  Troops,  among  which  there  are 
3759  Invalids. 


Mu  s  T  not  every  impartial  Reader  com-? 

mend  the  OEconomy  of  the  M - ry, 

who  by  this  one  Step  have  faved  the  Na¬ 
tion  more  than  a  Million  and  half;  belide 
producing  the  Convention  with  the  King 
of  Pruffia ,  which  was  certainly  the  Effedt 
of  the  firft  of  theie  Treaties,  and  cannot 
any  wife  be  eftimated,  confidering  the 
fatal  Confequences  which  muff  have  ac¬ 
crued  to  this  Nation  from  an  Alliance  oc- 
twecn  that  Prince  and  the  French ,  and 
.which  there  was  lo  much  Reafon  to  fup- 


pofe  would 
Cunclufion 


have  taken  Place  befoie  the 
of  the  Rujjian  i  reaty,  that, 
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In  a  great  meafure,  toward  oft  the  Blow 
that  foch  an  Alliance  would  neceflarily 
ftrike,  was  the  Caul'e  of  this  Engagement 
with  the  Czarina.  If  then  upon  the  moll 
curfory  View  of  thefe  Treaties  iuch  gieat 
Advantages  can  be  perceived  to  relult  from 
them,  what  muft  be  the  Opinion  of  that 
nice  Obferver,  who  can  defery,  that  by 
theEmprefs  of  Rujias  engaging  in  our 
Alliance,  we  have  not  only  prevented  any 
Motions  of  the  Burk  in  Favour,  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon ,  but  have  balanced  the 
Weight  of  Sweden  or  Denmark ,  in  cafe  it 
fhould  be  thrown  into  the  Scale  againft  us ; 
though,  indeed,  we  need  not  have  much 
Apprehenfton  from  the  former,  if  we  con- 
fider  the  general  Confufion  of  Sweden , 
which  feems  fleering  diredfly  towards  a 
Commonwealth,  if  fome  unforefeen  Blow 
of  the  King  of  P — — a  (who  feems  to  be 
much  flung  at  the  Infult  offered  his  Sifter 
by  the  States  of  that  Kingdom  in  appoint¬ 
ing  a  Committee  to  infpedf  the  Jewels  of 
the  Crown)  does  not  reverfe  the  Fate  of 
that  Country,  and  change  it  into  an  abfo- 
lute  Monarchy.  However,  the  inteftine 
Feuds,  which  muft  naturally  attend  luch 

violent 
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violent  Contortions,  mud  too  much  affeCl 
the  State,  to  be  in  a  Capacity  to  affift  the 

*rencb>  how  much  Soever  their  Inclination 

may  be  that  Way, 

The  PruJJian  Treaty  was  certainly  the 
legitimate  Iffue  of  the  Ruffian ;  and  altho' 
lome  would  chufe  to  interpret  them  in¬ 
compatible,  we  find  that  both  may  be 
eafily  executed.  The  P ruffian  Treaty, 
which  has  not  yet  been  publifhed,  but 
whereof  our  Antiminifterial  Scribblers 
have  formed  feveral  Conjectures,  confifts 
of  five  principal  Articles,  viz. 


Mrs  t.  The  Indemnification  of  the 

PruJJian  Subjects  for  the  Captures  made  bi 

the  Englifh  in  the  laft  War,  which  were 
their  Property. 

Secondly,  The  Payment  of  the  Refi- 
due  of  the  Silefia  Loan,  with  all  the  In- 
tereft  thereupon,  due  to  the  Subjects  of 

Great-Pritain , 


Thirdly, 


•  C-v-  •/  .4 

■  '  '  ■■  i  ’  ■ , ;  '•,*>  "  :  •  ,V  -  -  *  .• 
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A  \  y  % 

Thirdly,  The  Renewal  of  the  Guar¬ 
anty  of  Silefia ,  on  the  Part  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty. 

Fourthly,  The  Ceding  of  all  Pre- 
tenfions,  which  his  Britannic  Majefty 
formed,  in  Quality  of  Elector  of  Hanover % 
upon  the  Province  of  Eajl-Frifeland . 

Fifthly,  His  PruJJian  Majefty ’s  fecur- 
ing  the  Tranquility  of  the  Empire,  by 
preventing  any  Foreign  Troops  entering 
therein. 

The  Two  firft  Articles  of  this  Treaty 
may  be  looked  upon  as  the  Preliminaries, 
and  by  which  England  gained  no  lefs  than 
the  Sum  of  277,000 /.  Sterling ;  the  Re- 
lidue  of  the  Silefia  Loan  amounting  to  the 
Sum  of  150,000/,  and  the  Intereft  there¬ 
upon  unpaid  for  fourteen  Years  at  the 
Rate  of  Seven  per  Cent,  creating  the  Sum 
of  147,000/.  which  added  together  make 
297,000/.  and  if  we  dedudtfrom  thence 
the  Sum  of  20,000 /.  paid  by  us  to  the 
PruJJian  Subjects,  to  indemnify  them  for 

the 


\ 
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the  Lois  of  their  Ships,  &c.  There  ftij! 
remains  the  Sum  of  277,000/.  (which 
we  gained  by  fettling  thefe  two  Articles,) 
■ — A  Sum  fufficient  to  Pay  the  Ruffian  and 
Heffian  Subfidiary  Treaties  for  two  Years, 
which  is  half  the  Term  we  have  engaged 
to  fupport  the  Corps  of  Troops  therein 
fpecified . 

f  t  * 

When  I  come  to  the  Fourth  Article  of 
the  Pruffian  Treaty,  it  is  with  infinite 
Pleafure  I  find  a  general  Confutation,  to 
the  many  infolent  and  ungenerous  Infin- 

uations,  “  That  all  his  M - ’s  Views 

<c  are  confined  to  the  aggrandizing  of  the 

tc  El - te  of  Ii - -r,  and  it’s  Appen- 

“  dages.”  Here  we  perceive  he  faciifices 
his  pretenfions  to  a  large  DeftriCt  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  which  the  aulic  Council  of  the 
Empire  would  mod:  probably  have  decid¬ 
ed  in  his  favour,  for  the  fake  of  engaging 
an  Ally  of  fuch  Confequence  to  Great 
Britain  as  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  at  (he 
fame  Time  obtaining  for  his  Britifh  Sub¬ 
jects  the  Payment  of  a  great  Debt,  which 
many  had  looked  upon  as  irretrievably 
loft. 


The 
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V 

The  Fifth  Article,  which  fomc  have 
choie  to  reprefen t  as  a  Contradiction  of  the 
Tenor  of  the  Ruffian  Treaty,  if  it  can  be 
conftrued  into  any  Thing  which  may  tend 

that  way,  will  only  prove  that  his  M- - y 

thought  his  German  Territories  fufficient- 

o 

ly  fecured  by  the  Affurance  of  his  Pruj - 
Jian  Majefty’s  keeping  all  Foreign,  which 
mud  include  the  French ,  Troops  out  of 
the  Empire  ;  as  we  certainly  fhould  have 
had  the  Ruffian  Troops  here  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  this  Ifland  againft  the  threaten’d 
Invafion  of  the  French ,  if  the  Preparations 
made  oppofite  our  Coaft  had  not  indicated 
an  earlier  defcent  than,  by  the  long  March 
of  the  Ruffians ,  they  could  have  prevented  ; 
wherefore  it  was  judicioufly  concluded  to 
call  over  for  the  prefent  the  HeJJians ,  and 
his  Majefty’s  Electoral  Troops  in  their' 
(lead. 

i .  w 

Now  let  us  Sum  up  the  Advantages 
and  Difadvantages  of  thefe  Treaties,  and 
then  impartially  conclude  on  which  Side 
lays  the  Ballance» 


D 


Ad  van 
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Advantages  of  the  Ruffian  Treaty. 

The  Ufe  of  55,000  Troops,  for  four 
Years,  upon  any  Emergency.  The  Al¬ 
liance  of  the  Czarina,  who  might  other- 
wife  have  been- influenced  to  engage  in  the 
Interefl:  of  France.  The  Check  the  muff 
naturally  be  upon  the  Cji  1  c e n  of  Flun^ary 
(now  engaged  in  the  Alliance  of  France ) 
as  well  as  upon  all  other  Powers,  particu¬ 
larly  the  Porte  and  thofe  of  the  North, 
who  may  be  inclined  to  make  any  Diver- 
flon  in  favour  of  France.  And  (not  to  re¬ 
peat  the  Saving  of  Half  a  Million  by  this 
and  the  Heffian  Treaty)  the  Produdion  of 
the  Treaty  of  Wejlminjler  with  the  King  of 
Fruffia ,  &c. 

Advantages  of  the  Heffian  Treaty. 

* 

The  prefent  important  and  neceflary 
Ufe  of  fecuring  thefe  Kingdoms  from  an 
Invaflon  by  the  Afliftar.ce  of  8000  Troops. 


Difad- 
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Difadvantages  of  the  Ruffian  Treaty. 

The  Expence  of  100,000/.  a  Year, 
which,  probably,  may  not  be  increafed 
during  the  Term  of  the  Convention. 


Difadvantages  of  the  BeJJian  Treaty. 

The  Payment  of  a  Subfidy  of 

£.  54,140  12  s.  6d, 


D  2 


Ad  van- 


Advantages  of  the  P  ruffian  Treaty. 


First,  The  Decifion  of  the  Differ¬ 
ences  which  had  fubfifted  for  a  long  time 
between  our  Court  and  that  of  Berlin ,  par- 
ticularly  in  Regard  to  the  Detention  of 
the  Refidue  of  the  Siiefia  Loan  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  PruJJian  Captures  on  the 
other.  The  fettling  the  oppofite  Fre- 
tenfions  of  Ids  Majefty,  in  Quality  of 
Elector  of  Hanover ,  and  the  King  of 
PruJJia  to  Eaft-Frijeland .  The  fecuring 
his  P ruffian*  Majefly  in  our  Interefh  The 
preventing  the  French  entering  into  the 
Empire,  which  will  probably  fave  us 
Four  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  per  An¬ 
num,  which  we  muft  have  added  to  the 
Ruffian  Subfidv,  in  cafe  the  Czarina’s 
Troops  had  been  put  in  Motion.  And 
many  others  which  the  Reader,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  may  fupply. 


Difad- 


. 
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The  Amount  of  the  Advantages  in 

Species. 

No  impartial  political  Arithmetician 
can  certainly  eftimate  the  Amount  of  the 
Advantages  of  the  laft  Treaty  to  be  equi¬ 
valent  to  lefs  than  8000,000  Sterling, 
which  added  to  a  Million  and  half  gained 
by  engaging  Auxiliaries  inftead  o iEngliJh 
Troops,  amount  to  9,5 00, coo  A  without 
eftimating  the  other  Advantages  refulting 
from  the  I* ruffian  Treaty. 


< 


The 
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The  Amount  of  the! 

Difadvantages  in  j>yT.i54,i4o  12s.  6d, 
Species.  J 


But  I  know  that  many  well-meaning 
Perfons,  who  have  not  examined  Thines 

O 

to  their  Depth,  will  here  objeft  to  the 
Ruffian  and  Hejfian  Treaties,  altho’  they 
have  produced  thefe  Advantages,  “  that 
<c  we  flhould  have  done  better  without 
<c  them,  if  we  had  had  our  own  Militia/' 
To  this  general  unproved  Aftertion,  I  fhall 
make  the  following,  I  hope,  reafonable 
Anfwer. 

I  agree  that  a  well-regulated  Militia, 
thoroughly  difciplined>  and  verjed  in  the  Uje 
of  Arms ,  would  tend  more  to  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  Great  Britain ,  than  any  Auxilia¬ 
ries  whatfoever:  But  at  the  fame  time  I 
mu  ft  take  notice  that  a  Military  Nation 
can  never  be  a  Commercial  One ,  and  that  a 
fufficient  Application  to  become  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Ufe  of  Arms,  foas  to  make  them 
any  wife  ferviceable  to  th e  N ation ,  muft  take 
up  too  much  of  every  Militia-Man’s  Time 
to  leave  him  a  Sufficiency  to  follow  his 
Calling.  This  has  already  been  fufficiently 
treated  upon  in  feveral  Pieces  publifhed 
laft  Winter,  and  1  think  fo  greatly  proved, 

that 
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that  I  fhall  not  dwell  upon  it  here,  but  ori 
the  contrary,  make  the  only  reafonable 
Objection  that  can  be  oppofed  to  it,  and 
which  is,  that  62680  *  (which  is  the 
Number  of  Militia  propofed  to  be  raifed 
by  the  Bill  brought  in  laft  Seffion)  cannot 
any  wife  affed  the  general  Weal,  whether 
they  are  employed  or  not,  fo  that  they  re¬ 
main  no  Burthen  upon  the  Parifh  ;  and 
fuppofing  this  a  reafonable  Anfwer,  I  fhall 
reply,  that  if  62680  Men  were  the  Sum 
total,  of  all  that  could  be  in  any  manner 
afreded  by  the  drawing  off  of  the  Me¬ 
chanical  Part  of  the  People  from  their 
Work,  by  this  Bill,  the  Anfwer  would  be 
compleat ;  but  when  we  confider  that, 
(according  to  the  above-mentioned  Bill) 
every  Militia-Man  would  be  obliged  to 
ad  in  that  Capacity  for  three  Years  only, 
we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  in  a 
Courfe  of  Years,  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Working  and  Labouring  Men,  (Artizans, 
Manufadurers  and  Plufhandmen)  in  Eng¬ 
land  would  become  Militia-Men,  and  con- 

E  fequently 

^  *  By  the  laft  Emendation  of  the  Bill,  the 
Nambei  of  the  IVIilitia  to  be  railed  was  re¬ 
duced  to  62480. 


C  34  ) 

iequently  be  prevented  following  their 
different  Occupations  during  the  Space  of 
three  Years ;  and  (it  may  perhaps  be  a  new 
Obfervation  in  print,  but  a  very  common 
one  in  Life)  when  thefe  Men  fhould  have 
neglected  their  Callings  for  three  Years, 
they  would,  if  they  did  at  all,  betake 
themfelves  to  them  again  with  great  Un- 
fkillfulnefs ;  fo  that  if  they  fhould  not  be 
entirely  undone  as  Artizans,  they  would 
at  lead  require  a  much  greater  Number  of 
Hands  than  before,  to  perform  what  they 
had  done,  and  therefore  proportionably 
our  Manufactures  muff  have  diminifh’d, 
and  our  Commerce  decayed. 

Such  an  Argument  on  the  other  Side 
of  the  Queftion,  would  be  more  than  dif¬ 
fident  to  fill  Four  Letters  to  the  People  of 
England  *,  but  I  fhall  difmifs  it,  with¬ 
out 

*  See  the  laft  (which  is  a  Two  Shilling 
Pamphlet)  wherein  we  find  but  two  Fads 
dated  that  are  probable,  and  they,  upon  En¬ 
quiry,  prove  abfolutely  without  Foundation,™ 
Namely,  the  Diftribution  of  the  Ammunition 
ddlined  for  America  j— -and  the  Purchafe  of 
Dutch  Gun-powder,  that  evaporated  like  Saw- 

duft. 


I 


(  35  ) 

out  drawing  any  other  Confequence  from 
it,  and  fuppofe  there  was  not  the  leaft 
Objections  of  any  kind  to  be  made  to  a 
Militia  Law,  and  that  the  Bill  had  been 
part  laft  Sefiion  into  one  :  Let  me  afk  any 
reafonable  impartial  Perfon,  how  many 
Men  does  he  think  we  fhould  have  had 
by  this  Time  properly  qualified  to  bear 
Arms  in  Defence  of  their  King  and  Coun¬ 
try,  fit  to  face  and  oppofe  Veteran  Troops, 
fuch  as  were  fent  under  Richelieu  to  Mi¬ 
norca  ? 

The  Bill  regulated  that  they  fhould  be 
exercifed  every  Sunday ,  after  Divine  Ser¬ 
vice,  in  the  Church-yard  ;  and  I  think 
fince  the  Parliament  was  adjourned  is 
about  ten  Weeks?  fo  that,  allowing  no 
Time  for  their  Raifing ,  they  could  not 
have  had  more  than  ten  LeJJions. — What 
apt  Scholars  they  muft  have  been,  to  have 
learnt  as  much  in  ten  Afternoon  Leflons, 
as  many  of  the  Troops  under  Richelieu 
had  been  all  their  Life-time  acquiring  !  If 
fo  they  would  have  been  all  now  fit  to 
take  the  Field  upon  the  fir  ft  Alarm,  and 
without  miftaking  a  Angle  Word  oj  Com - 

L  2  mind, 
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viand,  furpaffed  the  Hejiansm  their  Military 
Difcipline — If  not,  the  Anfwer  muft  evi¬ 
dently  be  there  would  not  have  been  one 
proper  to  oppofe  the  Enemy  f .  Which  of 
thele  Anfwers,  would  be  made  to  my 
Queflion,  I  will  not  determine  upon, 
though  I  think,  without  much  Prefump- 
lion,  one  might  fix  upon  the  latter. 

If  it  be  agreed  that  to  form  a  Militia 
upon  the  Plan  of  the  Bill  brought  into 
Parliament  in  the  lafl  Sefiion,  would  re¬ 
quire  at  leaft  four  or  five  Years,  or  more, 
to  render  them  ufeful  to  their  Country, 
and  as  it  is  to  be  expected  the  War  will 
not  continue  fo  long,  how  much  would 

fuch 

f  This  is  upon  the  Suppofition  that  im¬ 
mediately  after  pafilng  the  Bill,  Commifiions 
would  have  been  iffued  for  authorizing  the 
Officers  to  raife  the  Militia,  but  if  the  Bill 
had  palled  in  the  Form  it  was  rejefted,  his 
Majefty  would  not  have  been  impower’d  to 
ifTue  thofe  Comrnifiions  hill  after  the  29th  of 
September,  1756  j  fo  that  if  the  Military  Art 
could  have  been  learnt  in  half  an  Flour,  we 
fhould  not  have  had  a  fingle  Militia-Man  yet 
in  England. 
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fuch  an  Institution  tend  to  our  prefent  De- 
p  fence  ?  can  we  afford  an  additional  Ex¬ 
pence  of  at  lead  175,137/.  iosf  without 
any  hope  of  drawing  the  leaft  Advantage 
from  it  ?  What  juft  Right  would  the  Rail- 
ers  at  public  Meafures  have  then  to  con¬ 
demn  the  Prodigality  and  Wantonnefs  in 
the  Application  of  public  Money.  If  a 
Militia  would  really  be  beneficial  to  this 
Kingdom,  as  a  commerial  State  (which  is 
a  point  I  am  not  convinced  of)  would  it 
not  be  better,  at  leaft,  to  defer  it  ’till  after 
the  prefent  War,  when  we  fhould  be  more 
able  to  fpare  the  Expence  attending  the 
Railing  and  Difciplining  them,  and  when 
they  would  make  the  greater  Progrefs  in 
the  Ufe  of  Arms,  by  reafon  of  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Veteran  Staff  Officers,  that  would 
then  be  at  leifure  to  teach  them — an  Ad¬ 
vantage  they  could  not  reap  in  Time  of 
War. 

If  this  Bill  had  paffed  into  a  Eaw  in 
the  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament,  it  would 
have  been  abfolutely  neceffary  to  have 
brought  in  another  in  the  next,  or  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Seflion,  either  to  have  corrected 

the 
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the  Errors  of  the  former,  or  to  have  re¬ 
pealed  it,  as  a  great  Number  of  Petitions 
would  have  been  prefented,  particularly 
fiom  the  DilTenters,  to  complain  of  the 
Profanation  of  the  Lord’s  Day,  and  others, 
in  regai d  to  more  immediate  Inconveni- 
encies  which  would  have  refulted  from  it. 
To  prevent  any  kind  of  Imputation,  which 
the  paffing  of  a  Bill  replete  with  Errors 
by  the  Parliament,  might  have  caff  upon 
them,  the  Lords  judicioufly  judged  it 
proper  to  give  the  Members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  Time  to  confer  with  their 
Conftituents,  and  by  that  means  be  in¬ 
formed  of  their  various  Sentiments  upon 
the  Bill,  in  order  to  difeover  the  moft  ef¬ 
fectual  Means  to  put  fuch  a  Law  in  Exe¬ 
cution.  When  this  Bill  fhall  have  under¬ 
gone  all  the  Improvements  which  the 
whole  Nation  can  make  to  it,  and  which 
muft  certainly  not  only  render  it  more 
agreeable  to  the  People,  but  more  eafy  to 
be  put  in  Execution,  it  will  be  laid  again 
before  the  Parliament ;  what  the  Fate  of  it 
will  then  be,  I  cannot  pretend  to  pro¬ 
nounce,  but  I  doubt  not  if  it  (hall  appear 
a  falutary  Meafure,  it  will  pafs. 

There 
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There  is  a  certain  Precipitance  in  our 
A&ions,  that  frequently  renders  the  beft 
Meafures  abortive — We  hit  upon  Expedi¬ 
ents  when  they  fhould  be  executed,  and 
would  pra&ife  them  the  Inftant  we  have 
thought  on  them,  though  they  would  re¬ 
quire  Years  to  mature — Like  the  Man 
that  ordered  an  Engine  to  be  made  with  all 
poffible  fpeed,  becaufe  his  Houfe  was  on 
Fire, — but  e’er  the  Frame  was  conflxudted, 
his  f  Joufe  was  burnt  down  ;  he  had  better 
have  employ’d  himfelf  affiduoufly  in 
throwing  Water  with  fuch  VelTels  as  op¬ 
portunely  came  to  hand,  which  perhaps 
might  have  extinguifhed  the  Fire  in  time. 
If  we  had  plan’d  a  Militia  as  foon  as  the 
laft  War  was  over,  we  might  now  have 
reaped  what  Advantage  it  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  ;  but  to  form  one  now  is  only  to 
furnifh  us  with  all  its  Difadvantages  in  the 
Aggregate.  We  had  better  take  fuch  Mea¬ 
fures  as  will  conduce  to  the  End  we  aim — 
W e  can  never  expert  to  diftrefs  France  in 
this  War  by  a  Militia  that  is  not  yet  in 
it’s  Embrio,  and  which  is  not  meant  to 
ftir  out  of  the  Ifland,  but  our  Auxiliaries 

,  may 
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may  not  only  protect  us  here,  but  make 
any  Diverfions  in  out*  favour  upon  the 
Continent. 

Pe  rhaps  I  have  faid  more  in  regard  to 
the  Militia  Bill,  than  many  well-meaning 
Perfons,  in  the  Heat  of  their  Difpofition 
for  it,  will  agree  to. — They  have  been 
taught  to  believe,  that  with  it  they  could 
reduce  the  naval  Power  of  France ,  con¬ 
quer  her,  and  make  her  a  Province  of 
England . — They  have  been  made  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  we  have  no  Connections  with 
the  Continent,  and  that  with  a  Militia  and 
our  Navy  we  might  fet  all  the.  Powers  of 
Europe  combined  againft  us  at  nought. — 
They  have  not  flopt  here  in  their  Credulity, 
many  firmly  beifeve  that  the  M — ry  is  afraid 
toti  uft  them  with  Arms,  and  that  the  Hef- 
fiam  and  Hanoverians  are  brought  over  here 
to  cnflave  them.  But  who  are  they  thatpro- 
pagate  fuch  Reports  ? — Are  they  not 
Men  who,  with  imaginary  Talents,  fancy 

they  have  a  Claim  to  the  foie  Adm - n, 

and  whofe  turn-coat  Violence  would  fet 
the  whole  Nation  in  a  Blaze  to  make  the 

M- - ry  odious,  in  order,  not  to  ferve 

their 
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their  Country — but  replace  them  ? — Men 
who  are  the  Tools  of  fuch  a  wronghead 
Party,  and  fit  for  their  Employ,  acknow¬ 
ledge  they  write  for  a  Poft  or  the  Pillory . 
In  fhort,  Men  who  either  fcribble  for 
Bread,  and  do  not  fo  much  regard  the 
Contents  as  the  Sale  of  their  Productions. 
“Men  who  have  done  their  utmoft  to  be 
bought — but  who  have  been  found  not 
worth  the  meaneft  Purchafe. — And  are  ye, 
my  Countrymen,  to  be  idly  duped  by  fuch 
as  thefe  - -Are  you  to  do  your  utmoft 

Endeavours  to  perplex  the  Adm - n, 

and  take  off  their  Attention  from  the 
Means  of  annoying  your  Enemies  ? — Are 
your  Leaders  to  be  giving  you  Reafons  to 
calm  your  Apprehenfions,  when  they 
fhould  be  thundering  the  Logic  of  their 
Cannon  in  your  Enemies  Ears  ? 

% 

B  u  T  if  the  Militia  Bill  could,  when  no 
apparent  Caufe  of  ill  Succefs  heightened 
their  Spleen,  give  Rife  to  fuch  feditious 
Notions,  what  Joy  muft  thefe  violent  Ex- 
claimers  againft  public  Meafures  conceive, 
when  they  heard  of  the  ill  Behaviour  of 
our  Admiral. — When  they  even  were  in- 

T  formed- 
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formed,  from  Authority,  of  the  Lofs  of 

Minorca  ! 

I  f  after  all  the  incoherent,  yet  virulent 
Attacks,  that  have  been  made  upon  the 
Adminiftration  on  account  of  our  ill  Suc- 
cefs  in  the  Mediterranean ,  the  Public  can 
be  fo  unprejudiced  as  to  hear  with  Can¬ 
dour  what  juft  Grounds  there  were  for 
thefe  Calumnies,  I  fubmit  the  following 

Obfervations  to  them. 

\  '  , 

A  t  this  Period,  when  every  Dabbler  in 
Politics  thinks  hiinfelf  authorized  to  de¬ 
claim  again  ft  the  M - ry,  and  fathom 

the  deepeft  Arcanum  of  Cabinet  Secrets, 
there  is  very  little  left  for  Statefmen  and 

M - rs  to  diredt ;  when  the  Reports 

artfully  publifhed  in  the  foreign  Gazettes 
by  French  Emiflaries  are  pointed  out  to  us 
to  be  the  Rule  of  our  Adtion,  and  the  beft 
Intelligence,  fupported  by  Reafon  and  pre¬ 
fatory  Meafures,  are  to  be  difregarded  as 
Feints,  though  conducted  againft  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Objedt  that  could  be  attacked  ;  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  juft  Meafures 
fhould  be  condemned,  and  thofe  com¬ 
mended, 
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mended,  which,  if  purfued,  rnuft  have 
inevitably  ended  in  our  Deftru&ion.  In 
fine,  if  we  had,  in  confequence  of  the  re¬ 
peated  Advices  furnifhed  by  the  Paris  and 
otherGazetteers,  been  lured  to  have  fent  all 
the  Men  of  War  upon  our  Coafts,  and 
elfewhere  nearly  Rationed,  as  alfo  the 
greatefl  Part  of  the  Troops  in  this  Illand, 
for  the  Defence  of  Gibraltar ,  which  they 
told  us  (about  '’'January  laft)  was  in  immi¬ 
nent  Danger,  whilft  the  Number  cf  French 
Troops  upon  the  Coafts  of  Languedoc  and 
Provence  did  not  amount  to  Fen  Fhoufand , 
and  thofe  upon  the  Coafts  of  Normandy,  Pi¬ 
cardy,  and  French  Flanders ,  were  not  fewer 
in  Number  than  150,000  when  the  Flat- 
bcitom  Boats ,  from  Dunkirk  to  St.  Malo, 
were  without  Number  when  there  were 
no  lefs  than  Forty  Sail  of  Men  of  War  at 
Brejl  and  Rochefort ,  and  when  the  greatefl 
Part  of  De  la  Gallijjoniere’s  Squadron  was 
ftill  upon  the  Stocks  at  Foulon ;  to  imagine 
we  fhould  not  have  had  a  powerful  In- 
vafion  in  this  Kingdom,  at  a  Time  when 
we  had  not  more  than  18,000  Troops  in 
Great-Britain  (and  which  mufl  have  been 
proportionably  diminifhed  by  the  fending 

F  2  of 
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of  Succours  to  Gibraltar )  as  yet  unaffifted 
by  our  Auxiliaries  ;  one  muft  juft  judge 
from  an  inverted  Plan  of  the  whole  French 
Conduct  for  this  laft  half  Century. 

I;  i  ait  of  the  Eieet  which  was ftationed 
in  the  \  ear  1745  the  Mediterranean 
had  been  properly  diftributed  upon  our 
Coafts,  and  the  Army  under  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke,  then  in  Flanders , 
been  kept  here  for  the  Security  of  this 
Ifland,  all  the  Calamities  of  the  laft  Re¬ 
bellion,  which  (to  prevent  my  Reader 
much  retrofpedive  Affliction)  I  {hall  pafs 
over,  would  have  been  avoided.  After 
fuch  a  fatal  Experience,  when  greater 
Diftrudion  ftill  threatened,  to  have  bereft 
this  Land  of  a  proper  Defence,  would  in¬ 
deed  have  been  an  unpardonable  Error  in 
the  M - rs. 

Then  to  condemn  the  Conduct  of  the 
M - ry  for  continuing  a  fufficient  Num¬ 

ber  of  Troops  in  this  Ifland  for  its  Safety, 
and  not  detaching  a  powerful  Squadron 
from  the  Coafts,  which  muft  have  been 
left  then  unguarded  ;  even  when  the  pub¬ 
lic 
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lie  Papers  refounded  the  pretended  Projedt 
of  the  French  upon  Minorca ;  is  only  pre¬ 
ferring  the  Rifk  of  all  Great-Britain  to 
that  of  Minorca — and  no  Englijhman ,  fure, 
however  infatuated,  can  pretend  to  fay, 
he  would  wifh  Great-Britain  poffefied  by 
the  French ,  in  lieu  of  that  liland.  When 
we  confider  the  Situation  Minorca  was  in 
(even  the  Beginning  of  April\zFl)  the  little 
Probability  there  was  for  the  French  to 
hope  for  Succefs,  from  its  (almoft)  im¬ 
pregnable  Fortifications  the  Injignijicance 
it  mud  ever  be  of  to  them,  who  muft  cer¬ 
tainly  fpend  more  in  the  Support  of  aGar- 
rifon  there,  than  the  Refult  of  any  Ad¬ 
vantages  they  can  derive  from  it ;  the 
Continuance  of  that  vaft  Number  Troops 
upon  their  Coafts  of  the  Ocean  and  the 
Channel :  who  could  doubt  that  a  Nation 

9 

who  has  ever  been  famous  for  keeping 
their  real-  Dejigns  fecret,  would  publifh 
them  in  the  Gazettes  of  all  Europe ,  or 
that  what  they  thus  notified  was  not  to 
put  us  upon  a  ftrong  Scent.  Such,  cer¬ 
tainly,  were  their  Intentions ;  and  if  we 
had  fent  a  fufficient  Number  of  Men 
of  War  to  the  Mediterranean  to  have 

left 
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left  our  Coafts  unguarded,  as  well  as 
our  Ifland,  by  confiderable  Draughts  of 
Troops,  we  fhould  have  had  a  fecond 
Reprefen tation  of  that  real  Tragedy  that 
•every  Enghjhman  was  Spectator  of  in  the 
Years  1745  and  1746;  and  this  is  cor¬ 
roborated  by  feveral  authentic  Accounts  of 
the  young  Chevalier  being  actually  at  Dun¬ 
kirk  in  February  la  ft,  as  feveral  Englijh 
Gentlemen,  whofe  Veracity  may  be  re¬ 
lied  upon,  were  Witneffes,  and  knew  him, 
although  difguifed.  But  the  French  find¬ 
ing  we  would  not  give  into  their  Lure, 
played  an  After-game ,  unthought  of  till 
they  found  their  Feint  would  not  fucceed. 
As  foon  as  we  had  certain  Advices  of  their 
real  Defign,  we  were  not  behind  hand  in 
taking  fuch  Meafures  as  the  Exigence  of 
the  Cafe  required  ;  and  if  our  Fleet  did 
not  fail  till  the  Beginning  of  April ,  it  was 
not  to  be  attributed  to  any  Backwardnefs 
in  the  Orders  from  the  Admiralty ; — they 
were  repeated  and  reiterated  for  the  fpeedy 
Equipment  of  thefe  Ships ; — and,  indeed, 
the  Fleet  was  ready  fome  Weeks  before 
they  failed,  but  they  were  not  compleatly 
man'd  till  the  very  Day  of  their  Departure 

from 
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-from  Spithead ,  and  then  the  only  Expe¬ 
dient  that  could  be  found  for  manning 
them  was  the  turning  over  all  the  Crews  of 
the  other  Ships  in  that  Port  on  board  them, 
— which  is  a  fufficient  Anfwer  to  all 
Queftions,  “  Why  did  not  we  fend  a  fu- 
“  perior  Fleet  under  Mr.  Byng  ?”  as  there 
were  then  but  three  Men  of  War  in  Ply¬ 
mouth  Sound,  and  two  of  them  were  re¬ 
turned  from  Sir  Edward  Hawke’s  Fleet  in 
the  Bay  of  Bifcay  *,  on  account  of  the  Sick- 
nefs  of  their  Crews ; — the  other  was  the 
Guard-Ship  at  Plymouth. 

* 

But  I  believe  no  body  has  doubted, 
that  if  Mr.  B — g  had  made  all  the  Sail 
he  could  to  Gibraltar ,  and  tarried  there 
no  longer  than  was  needful ;  or  behaved 

well 

*  I  fuppofe  none  of  the  moft  inveterate 
minifterial  Critics  would  pretend  faying,  we 
fhould  have  fent  Admiral  Hawke’s  Fleet  to 
the  Mediterranean  any  more  than  the  Cruizers 
in  the  Channel ;  fince  the  firft  of  thefe  Mea- 
fures  mult  inevitably  have  produced  the  Re- 
leafe  of  the  Brejl  Squadron,  and  the  other 
given  the  French  all  the  Advantages  they 
could  defire  tor  a  Defcent  here. 
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well  in  the  Action  of  the  20  th  of  May, ' 
that  the  French  would  have  gained  any 
Victory  over  us  in  the  Mediterranean , 
either  by  Land  or  Sea. 

As  to  any  invidious  Inhnuations  that 
Mr.  B — g  had  not  Orders  to  Fight  or 
Land  the  Troops,  that  were  on  board  his 
Fleet  at  Minorca ;  it  will  be  only  necef- 
fary  to  cite,  verbatim,  Lord  Anfons  Let¬ 
ter  to  Mr.  Byng,  concerning  the  Difpofi- 
tion  of  Lord  Robert  Bertie’s  Regiment, 
which  was  produced  at  General  Fawkes 
Trial ;  viz. 

4 

“SIR, 

“  IT  being  His  Majefty’s  Pleafure,  that 
“  Lord  Robert  Bertie’s  Regiment  do 
“  ferve  on  board  your  Fleet,  to  do  duty 
“  there  ;  and  His  Majefty  having  iflued 
“  Orders  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to 
“  General  Fowke,  to  make  a  Detachment 
“  equal  to  a  Battalion,  from  his  Garrifon, 

“  for  the  Relief  of  Minorca  •,  you  are  to 
“  conform  yourfelf  to  the  faid  Orders, 

“  and  to  carry  that  Detachment  on  board 
your  Fleet,  and  land  than  at  Minorca. 

“  And 
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“  And  in  cafe,  upon  Conference  had  with 
“  General  Blakeney,  he  fhall  think  it  ne- 
«  ceffary,  you  fhall  then  land  Lord  Ro- 
«  lert  Bertie's  Regiment  alfo  at  Mahon } 

«  from  on  board  your  Fleet. 

“  Sign’d  Anson. 

After  this,  I  am  pofitive,  no  Man 
that  feels  for  his  native  Land,  and  has  not 
foms  fmifler  View  in  raifing  Commotions 
in  the  State,  can  fuppofe  that  Lord  A — n  % 

Orders,  or  any  from  the  Ad - ty  in- 

ftrudted  Mr.  B - g  to  behave  like  a  Co¬ 

ward  or  a  Villain.  I  wifh  I  were  autho¬ 
rized  to  publifh  here  this  Adm  1  s  In- 
ftrudtions  at  Large,  which  I  am  fure  (if 
you  area  Lover  of  your  Country)  would 
give  you  all  that  Satisfaction ,  which  mu  ft 
be  conceived  in  being  convinced  that  no¬ 
body  at  Home ,  was  privy  to  any  Daftardly 
Adtions  in  the  Mediterranean ;  but  as  I  am 
not,  take  this  Letter  as  a  Sample,  and  be 
not  fo  ungrateful  to  a  Man,  who  did  his 
Country  fuch  real  Service  in  the  laffc  War, 
as  not  to  have  as  much  Confidence  in 
him  as  you  would  in  the  moft  common 

.  G  Trader , 
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Trader,  whofe  Goods  you  purchafe  upon 
a  Specimen  ;  at  leaft  fufpend  your  Judg¬ 
ment  till  Mr.  Byngs  Tryal,  which  cannot 
now  be  far  off,  when,  as  your  Gracious 
Sovereign  has  told  You,  “  fie  will  not 
“  fail  to  do  Juflice  upon  any  Perfons  who 
“  fhall  have  been  wanting  in  their  Duty 
“  to  him  and  their  Country.” 

I  f  Ireland  acquired  much  Glory  by  their 
Noble  Stand  in  1753  and  1754,  again  ft 
every  Thing  that  wore  the  Afpebt  of  Op- 
preffion  j  if  to  that  may  be  fubjoined,  the 
Additional-feeling  every  Hibernian  muft 
have  for  the  Lofs  of  Minorca ,  proportion- 
able  to  the  hard  Fate  of  his  Countryman 
the  Great  Blakeney  furely  their  Conduit 
upon  the  prefent  Occafion  may  be  admit- 
•  ted  in  fome  Shape  as  a  Precedent,  and  yet 
we  find  in  their  Loyal  Ajfociatiom  they  re- 
folve,  “  *  That  at  this  funclure  it  is  ne- 
“  cefiary  to  fufpend  all  Complaints  of  Mi- 
“  nifterial  Meafures,  however  grievous 
“  and  oppreffivej  being  fully  convinced 
“  that  his  Majefty’s  inherent  Juftice  will 

“  induce 

*  See  the  Aflociations  of  the  City  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  County  of  Meath,  &c. 
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*£  induce  him  to  maintain  the  Conftitu- 
“  tional  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Sub- 
fi  je£t;  thofe  grand  Incitements  of  Eng- 
fC  lijhmen ,  to  rifque  their  Lives  and  For- 
*c  tunes,” 

It  is  plain  that  nobody  will  be  fcreen’4, 
be  they  of  what  Rank  foever ;  for  though 

General  F - ke’s  Condudt  would  admit 

of  fome  palliation,  his  Letter  to  Lord 
Barrington ,  having  proved  he  underftood 
the  Orders  fent  him,  and  that  he  debated 
in  the  Council  of  War  concerning  the 
Efficacy  of  the  Meafures  ;  he  was  judged 
an  improper  Perfon  to  ferve  any  more  in 
his  Majefty’s  Army. 

Judge  by  this  what  Reafon  we  have 
to  apprehend  Juftice  will  not  be  impartially 
executed.  Therefore  it  is  needlefs  to  tor¬ 
ment  the  Sovereign  with  Complaints  that 
either  have  no  Foundation,  or  elfe  he  is 
apprifed  of.  If  we  have  fo  much  Leifure 
as  to  pretend  being  beneficial  to  our  Coun¬ 
try,  let  us  be  really  fo :  Let  us  affiduoufly 
employ  ourfelves,  not  in  railing  at  the 

Adm- - — n  before  we  know  they  are 

G  2  culpable, 
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culpable,  but  in  difcovefing  the  moft  pro¬ 
bable  Means  of  recovering  our  LolTes. 
Minorca  has  been  taken,  it  may  be'  re¬ 
taken — Our  Fleet  is  fo  fuperior  to  the 
French  in  the  Mediterranean ,  our  Com¬ 
manders  fo  much  to  be  relied  upon,  and 
our  Ships  fo  fituated,  that  a  good  Project 
executed,  in  time,  by  an  able  Commander, 
would  carry  it. 


ERRATA. 

Title  Page,  for  Inviduous  r.  Invidious ;  ibid, 
for  Vertute  r.  Virtute.  Page  4,  1.  22,  in  Con- 
ferrences  dele  the  2d  r.  Page  5,  1.  4,  in  Con¬ 
ferences  dele  the  2d  r.  ibid,  1.  16,  for  could 
r.  would,  ibid,  1.  17,  after  not  having  add 
our.  Page  13,  1.  19,  in  Seneca's  dele  the 
Apoftrophe.  Page  16, 1.  23,  alter  Auxiliaries 
dele  the  (.)  and  r.  a(,)  Page  30,  1.  xi, 
for  Pruffian  r.  Ruffian.  Page  35,  1.  3,  in 
Objections  dele  the  s. 
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